Wh at is cl ai med i s : 

1. A liquid crystal display device comprising: 

a liquid crystal display pan el hav ing a display part in 
its central portion except its periphery; and 

a backl ight disposed on a back side of the liquid crystal 
d i sp I ay pa ne I , 

the backlight including a discharge tube having 
el ec t ro d es a t a t I ea s t itsoppositeends, t h e e I e c t r od es be i ng 

disposed at the exterior of the discharge tube, at least one 

\ 

of the opposite end portions of the discharge tube where the 
respective electrodes are disposed being positioned to be 
superposed on the periphery of the liquid crystal display 
panel and being bent with, an angle with respect to the central 
axis of the discharge tulke, 

2. A liquid c r ys t a I \d i sp I ay device comprising: 
a liquid crystal d i s p I a \ panel hav ing a display part in 

its central portion except i ts\ per i phe r y ; and 

a backl ight disposed on a baq< side of the liquid crystal 
di sp I ay pa ne I , 

the backlight including a discharge tube having 
e I ec t ro d es a t a t I ea st i t s opp o s i t e en d s,\ t h e e I e ct r od es be i ng 
disposed at the exterior of the d i s c ha r ge\t u be , at least one 
of the opposite end portions of the discharge tube where the 
respective electrodes are disposed being positioned to be 
superposed on the periphery of the liquid crystal display 
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panel and being bent with an angle with respect to the central 
axis of the discharge tube in a plane paral lei to the liquid 
cr ys t al di sp I ay p ane I . 

3. A liquid crystal display device according to either 
of Claims 1 or 2, wherein the angl e wi th respect to the central 
axis of ,th e discharge tube is greater than On and not greater 
than 90 u\ 

4. AXIiquid crystal display device according to Claim 
3, wherein t hve angle with respect to the central axis of the 
discharge tube\is 903. 

5. A liquid crystal display device comprising: 

a liquid c ry s\a I display pan el hav ing a display part in 
its central portion except its periphery; and 

a ba ckl i gh t d is po \ed on a back side of the liquid crystal 
d i sp I ay pa ne I , 

the backlight inclining a discharge tube hajnjLg 
e I ec t ro d es at at I ea s t its opp cKs i t e en d s, the e I e ct r od es bei ng 
disposed at the exterior of th e\d i s cha r ge tube, at least one 
of the opposite end portions of th\ discharge tube where the 
re sp ect i ve e I ec tr ode s a re co ns t rue t eck as a bent portion which 
is bent with an angle with respect to tra central axis of the 
discharge tube, at least the portion of the\be nt po r ti on where 
the electrode is formed being superposed in\the area of the 
display part of the liquid crystal display paXel . 

6. A liquid crystal display device according to either 
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of Claim 5, wherein at least one of the opposite end port ions 

\ 

of\^the discharge tube where the respective electrodes are 
disposed is bent at gr eater than 90 3 and not greater than 180 H 
with\respect to the central ax is of the discharge tube. 

A liquid crystal display device according to Claim 
5, wherein at least one of the opposite end portions of the 
di sc har ge\tu be where the respective electrodes are disposed 
is bent a t \l 8 0 □ with respect to the central axis of the 
discharge tub\toward the opposite side to the liquid crystal 
di sp I ay pa ne I 

8. A I i qu ick cr ys t al display device comprising 
a liquid crystal display pan el hav ing a display part in 

its central portion except its periphery; and 

a ba ckl i gh t d is po s\d on a back side of the liquid crystal 

d i sp I ay pa ne I , 

the bac k I i gh t i nc I ud\in g a light source made of a 

discharge tube having an \end less- ring- 1 ike shape and 

electrodes disposed in a port\on of the exterior of the 

di sc har ge tu be, 

the electrodes being disposedvto be positioned on an 

area outside the display part of the Kjquid crystal display 

pa ne I . 

9. A liquid crystal display d e vi c e\compr i s i ng 
a liquid crystal display pan el hav ing a\j is p lay par t in 

its central portion except its periphery; and 
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a ba ckl i gh t d is po sed on a ba ck side of th e liquid c rystal 
d u sp I ay pa ne I , 

\^ the backlight including a discharge tube having 
e I ec t\ro des a t a t I ea st i t s opp osi t e en ds, t he e I ect r od es being 
disposed at the exterior of the discharge tube, at least one 
of the opposite end portions of the discharge tube where the 
re sp e c t i Ae I ec t r o de s are disposed being positioned to be 
su pe r po s ed \ n the periphery of the liquid crystal display 
panel and be iW formed in a helical shape. 

10. A I i ck u i d crystal display device comprising: 

a liquid c ry\s tal display pan el hav ing a display part in 
its central por t i ony ex cep t its periphery; and 

a backl ight disposed on a back side of the liquid crystal 
d i sp I ay pa ne I , 

the backlight incXuding a discharge tube having 
e I ec t ro d es at at I ea st its oms) o s i t e en d s, t h e el e ct r od es bei ng 
disposed at the exterior of tnVe discharge tube, at least one 
of the opposite end portions of\he discharge tube where the 
respective electrodes are disposed being positioned to be 
superposed on the periphery of the\iquid crystal display 
panel and being formed to have an inner diameter greater than 



th at of the other po r t i on . 
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